
Your Responsibility Code 
Skiing and snowboarding can be enjoyed in many ways. At areas 
you may see people using alpine skis, snowboards, telemark skis, 
cross country skis, and other specialized equipment, such as that 
used by the disabled. Regardless of how you decide to enjoy the 
slopes, always show courtesy to others and be aware that there 
are elements of risk in skiing that common sense and personal 
awareness can help reduce. Observe the code listed below and 
share with other skiers and riders the responsibility for a great 
skiing experience. 

1. Always stay in control, and be able to stop or avoid other people 
or objects. 

2. People ahead of you have the right of way. It is your 
responsibility to avoid them. 

3. You must not stop where you obstruct a trail, or are not visible 
from above. 

4. Whenever starting downhill or merging into a trail, look uphill 
and yield to others. 

5. Always use devices to help prevent runaway equipment. 
6. Observe all posted signs and warnings. Keep off closed trails and 

out of closed areas. 
7. Prior to using any lift, you must have the knowledge and ability 

to load, ride and unload safely. 

Know the code. It’s your responsibility. 
This is a partial list. Be safety conscious. 

Freezing Ours     Protecting Yours

Paoli Peaks Ski Patrol

How to become 
a patroller 
Candidate training begins in September. 
Anyone interested in joining this dynamic 
team should fill out an application 
available in the Patrol Room or on the 
Paoli Peaks Website @ www.paolipeaks.
com under Ski Patrol. This is a great 
opportunity to increase your skiing 
skills, help others and become part of a 
energetic and devoted group. Join us and 
add a whole new dimension into your 
skiing and life.

Benefits of being 
a Patroller: 
Most find that being a part of the NSP 
and the Paoli Peaks Ski Patrol is its 
own reward but Patrollers also have 
access to highquality ski and snowboard 
instruction at little to no cost. Becoming 
more skilled is what the Patrol is all 
about. In addition there are many 
discounts available at other ski areas 
and on many ski related items through 
manufacturer’s promotional offers. But 
the bottom line is the wonderful feeling 
a Patroller gets from helping someone in 
need. 

www.paolipeaksnsp.org

www.paolipeaksnsp.org



Paoli Peaks Ski Patrol
The Paoli Peaks Ski Patrol is part of the National Ski Patrol system. 
It is a group of highly dedicated men and women trained to help 
injured skiers and snowboarders and maintain a safe and controlled 
skiing environment. The National Ski Patrol was started in 1939 by 
Minnie Dole, who realized, after a serious skiing injury of his own, 
the need for a service agency to render aid to skiers in need. The 
Paoli Peaks Ski Patrol consists primarily of volunteers who work 
with a small number of professional patrollers. 

Dedication and Commitment: 
The first step in becoming a Patroller is to complete the Outdoor 
Emergency Care (OEC) course. This course is a comprehensive 
course in Basic Life Support in the Outdoor environment taught 
by qualified NSP instructors. The course meets twice a week for 
12 weeks and is the foundation of the Ski Patrol experience. Being 
a Patroller requires dedication and commitment and is the core 
of this member-driven volunteer organization. The Patrol time 
commitment is approximately one weekday evening shift per week 
with rotating Saturdays or a fixed weekend shift. Patrollers are 
scheduled on the following shift times: 
 Monday-Thursday:  5:30 pm-9:30 pm 
 Friday:  6:00 pm-10:00 pm 
 Saturday:  8:30 am-3:00 pm and 2:00 pm-10:00 pm
 Sunday:  8:30 am-3:00 pm and 2:00 pm-9:00 pm 
 Midnight Madness:  9:00 pm-3:00 am 

Outdoor Emergency Care® Program 
Outdoor Emergency Care® is the NSP’s award-winning training program 
for patrollers and others in the recreation community who deal with 
emergency situations. This nationally recognized program is designed 
to help you manage the toughest emergencies, in all seasons. Developed 
in the late 1980s for the 26,000 members of the National Ski Patrol, 
Outdoor Emergency Care is a training program that is tailored to the 
nonurban rescuer. Over the years, OEC has evolved to address the 
needs of other outdoor-based emergency care providers too, including 
wilderness medical technicians, river rafting and mountaineering 
guides, members of search and rescue groups, mountain bike patrollers, 
and parks and recreation employees. Today, OEC is considered the 
standard of training for emergency care in the outdoor environment and 
is recognized by resorts and recreational facilities in all 50 states. 

Continuing Education 
Each year, all Patrollers are required to participate 
in a refresher course administered in accordance 
with a prescribed national standard. All patrollers 
are CPR certified. We are proud to say that all of 
our patrollers meet, and most exceed, the national 
standard.

The Role of the 
National Ski Patrol 
The National Ski Patrol (NSP), 
founded in 1938, has followed its 
creed of “Service and Safety” since 
the establishment of skiing as a 
popular sport in the United States. As 
snowsports and guest services at areas 
have evolved over the years, so has the NSP, 
from a service organization to a modern-day professional education 
association. Other snowsports such as snowboarding, tubing, and 
snow-skating introduced new equipment and new terrain, which in 
turn required developing and teaching new safety and emergency care 
training methods. Increased access to the backcountry, beyond ski 
area boundaries, has also meant new training regimens for member of 
the NSP. 

Today the organization is composed of more than 26,000 members 
serving over 600 patrols. The organization’s members are engaged 
in the promotion of safety programs across the outdoor recreation 
community. NSP members work on behalf of local ski and snowboard 
areas to improve the overall snowsports experience for outdoor 
recreationists. The National Ski Patrol is a nonprofit organization, 
deriving its primary financial support from membership dues, 
donations, user fees, and corporate sponsorships. 

Origins of the National Ski Patrol 
Thanks to this distinguished legacy of altruistic service, founded by 
Minnie Dole in 1939, the National Ski Patrol was recognized with 
a federal charter by the United States Congress in 1980. This is a 
coveted endorsement that only a few other American institutions 
have earned, including the American Red Cross, the YMCA, and 
the Boy Scouts. The federal charter stipulates that the NSP continue 
to promote safety and health in skiing and other outdoor winter 
recreational activities. Accordingly, the NSP annually reports directly 
to Congress. 

Mission + Vision
The National Ski Patrol is a member-driven professional organization 
of registered ski patrols, patrollers and others, both paid and 
volunteer. The NSP supports its members through credentialed 
education and training in leadership, outdoor emergency care, safety 
and transportation services, which enables members to serve the 
community in the safe enjoyment of outdoor recreation. 

NSP’s Vision is to be recognized as the premier provider of training 
and education programs for emergency rescuers who serve the 
outdoor recreation community.

Core Values 
•	Excellence	
•	Service	
•	Camaraderie	
•	Leadership	
•	Integrity	
•	Responsiveness
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